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Ichthylogy. The Geological department already forms a very exten-
sive collection; the specimens illustrative of the Aqueous Formations,
and of the Volcanic, Igneous, and Metamorphic Series of Rocks, being
ample for all the purposes of instruction, and the fossils, of which'a
catalogue has just been published, are particularly numerous and
many of them valuable,
, The Museum of Geographical Geology has been formed from a very
extensive collection of the rocks and minerals of the provinces com-
prised in the Madras Presidency. It contains already about 5,000
specimens from the Civil and Military divisions held by the Madras
army, all of them arranged in separate cases where the geological
features of every locality can be separately examined, and it is daily
increasing in size and interest.
The Museum of Economic Geology is arranged according to the
plan adopted for the Grand Exhibition of 1851 under four sections, viz.
I.  RAW MATERIALS, in the Mineral, Vegetable and Animal Kingdoms;
II.  MACHINEEY; UL MJU^XPACTUKES; and IV. SCTEILPTOKB, MOBEUS,
and the PIASTIC AET ; and contains about 10,000 specim-eas, all of
them having some relation to the wants and occupations of mankind.
This Museum will do much to increase our knowledge of the raw and
manufactured products of this country.    Dr. Balfour has had the
honorary charge of the Central Institution ever since its origin, but the
salaried officers consist of a Curator, Assistant Curator, and a Mounter,
with clerks and attendants, all Natives of the country.   Reports are
made to Government half-yearly.    The first published report, in
1852,  gave the details of the Museum ; in the second, in 1853, there
was a history of the origin of the Institution;  the third, also in
1853,  contained a description of the Marbles of the Madras Presi-
dency ; and the fourth, in 1854, contained a history of the Iron Ores
and Iron and Steel of Southern India, and we leam from a Circular
that the Woods of Southern India will form the subject of the next
report.
The Museum is open to the public daily, from 6 to 9 A. M. and 12
to 6 P. M., and the interest which the community take in the Insti-
tution is evinced by the, increasing numbers who avail themselves of
the privilege.